
 
 

Your Guide to the EB-5 Process 
 
 

Here is a step-by-step flowchart explaining the EB-5 immigrant visa (green card) process via an American 
Consul.  Contact Martin J. Lawler for time estimates for each step. 

 
Investor analyzes business  

& makes investment 

Gather necessary documents; 
prepare & file I-526 petition 

with USCIS 

USCIS decides I-526 petition 

Once I-526 approved,  
USCIS sends file to National 

Visa Center (NVC) 
 

NVC gets security clearances; 
processes case; sends it to 

Consul in applicant’s home 
country for interview 

Immigrant visa decided; if 
approved, investor & family 

immigrate to the U.S. as 
conditional residents 

Consul interviews  
investor & family 

Wait 21 months  

File I-829 removal of 
conditional resident status, 

i.e., prove 10 jobs created & 
investment maintained for  

final green card 

Contact 
Martin J. Lawler 
Lawler & Lawler 

1 Post Street, Suite 475 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
mlawler@aboutvisas.com 

PH: 415-391-2010 
FX: 415-781-6181 

www.aboutvisas.com 
 

 

EB-5 Green Card 
Statistics 

 
2014: 9,228 
2013: 8,567 
2012: 7,641 
2011: 3,463 
2010: 1,885 
2009: 4,218 
2008: 1,443 
2007: 793 

The EB-5 immigrant investor 
category allows a person and 
his or her dependent family 
members to get a green card 
(i.e., live permanently in the 
U.S.) by investing in the U.S. 
and creating or saving 10 U.S. 
jobs. The minimum amount of 
money to invest is $500,000 
(soon to be $800,000) if 
invested in a high 
unemployment or rural area. 
Otherwise, you must invest at 
least $1,000,000 (soon to be 
$1,200,000).  
 
Most invest in limited 
partnerships called regional 
centers, and the investment 
amount including their fee is 
$535,000 to $560,000. People 
can also create their own 
businesses. EB-5 immigration 
takes 2 to 3 years in most cases. 

All services provided by or under 
supervision of a California licensed 
attorney. 
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When priority date is current, 
submit DS-260 with 

supporting documents to 
NVC for review 

 


